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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome! Thank you for downloading our Ultimate Guide to Floor 
Burnishers e-book!

We understand that investing in the right floor burnisher is important 
because it will help keep your hard floors looking great. But, we also 
know that with so many different options out there, it can be hard to know 
which the best option for your business is. To help you better understand 
everything you need to know about commercial floor burnishers, we put 
together this e-book.

It is packed with valuable information from industry experts and is 
designed to:

Define what a floor burnisher is and what is used for.

Review the different types of commercial floor burnishers.

Evaluate the factors that affect the price a floor burnisher.

Inform you of what problems you might run into after buying a 
floor burnisher.

Provide honest comparisons between different types of 
floor burnishers.

Discuss  the most commonly asked questions from 
prospective buyers.
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What Is A Floor Burnisher? 

A burnisher is a piece of janitorial power equipment used to polish or burnish a floor to 
bring out its original shine. Shiny floors will ultimately lead to a great looking facility and 
happy guests. 

They operate at high speeds, 1000 - 3000 RPM, to achieve a high gloss shine within a 
few passes, rather than multiple passes with a floor buffer.

Pro Tip: Burnishers rest on the wheels of the machine, driving the machine straight like a 
lawn mower. 

We will review the differences between a floor burnisher and buffer in a 
later chapter.

Floor burnishers are an important addition to any facility’s hard floor 
maintenance program.

In this chapter, we will provide an overview of what a floor burnisher is 
and how it works. 

FLOOR BURNISHER: OVERVIEW
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What Is A Floor Burnisher Used For?

Burnishers are only used for burnishing or polishing floors. They remove 
scuff and heel marks to restore the “wet-look” shine of your floor.  

They require floors pads to polish or shine floors. Without the right floor pad, you will not 
be able to achieve the best results. There are several different floor pad types and not all 
are compatible with a floor burnisher.

For example, floor pads built for floor buffers cannot handle the high speeds at which 
burnishers operate. Applying a low-speed floor pad, designed for a buffer, to a high-
speed burnisher will cause the floor pad material to stretch and/or break apart allowing it 
to dislodge from the machine.       

The best floor pad for your machine will be based on the hardness of the floor finish. 

For more information, check out: What is the Best Floor Pad for your Buffer or Burnisher? 

Takeaways: 

Floor burnishers are an important addition to any facility’s floor 
maintenance program. 

They are used to polish or burnish a floor to bring out its 
original shine. 

Burnishers are high-speed machines. 

Floor pads will play a large role in determining the outcome of 
your floor burnishing results. 

Not all floor pads are the same.

Using the wrong floor pad can damage your machine and reduce 
its life expectancy. If you are not sure which pad is best for your 
machine reach out to a certified specialist.
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2
Before getting into the features and different types of burnishers it is 
important to make sure you understand that buffers and burnishers 
are two different janitorial cleaning machines. The two machines 
can sometimes be confused, but they are two different machines that 
perform different cleaning procedures.

In this chapter, we review why the two are different and make sure that you are looking for 
a floor burnisher and not a floor buffer.

Buffing and burnishing are two periodic procedures for cleaning and maintaining your 
facility’s hard floors.

FLOOR BUFFER VS FLOOR 
BURNISHER: WHAT’S THE 
DIFFERENCE?

What Is The Difference Between A Floor Buffer And A Floor Burnisher?

The differences between a buffer and a burnisher are the speed, motion, and floor 
maintenance procedures they complete. The key to choosing the right machine is 
understanding what task you are trying to complete.

Are you looking for the best and most efficient way to restore a floor’s shine? 
Then you’re looking for a burnisher.

Are you trying to strip, buff, clean or scrub the floor? Then you’re going to be 
looking for a buffer.
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Takeaways: 

Floor buffers and floor burnishers are two different pieces of 
janitorial cleaning equipment. 

Floor burnishers should only be used to polish floors. 

Buffers and burnishers should not be used interchangeably. 

Ask a certified technician for help understanding which 
machine(s) you need for your hard floor program. 

BUFFER BURNISHER

Low Speed High Speed

Operate in a Side to-Side Motion Drive Straight

Used to strip, clean, buff,
or scrub a Floor

Used to Polish (Burnish) a Floor

Are you actually looking for a buffer and not a burnisher?  Don’t worry, we have a guide for that too!  Download our Ultimate 
Guide to Floor Buffers by clicking here.

- Burnisher - Buffer
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3
Similar to other equipment investments, floor burnishers are available in 
different sizes and models, each offering a multitude of features. Reviewing 
what types of floor burnishers are available can help you understand which 
will be the right fit for your business’ needs. 

Types of Burnishers
 
Burnishers are available in walk-behind or ride-
on models. 

Walk-behind burnishers are available 
with cleaning paths ranging from 12-
27 inches and can be cord-electric, 
propane, or battery powered. 

Ride-on burnishers offer cleaning 
paths up to 27 inches and are almost 
always battery powered. They are best 
used in areas ranging from 20,000 to 
100,000 square feet, like hospitals 
or schools, where smaller burnishers 
would be inefficient.

Each type of burnisher can achieve different 
results depending on power and pressure output. 
Machine power and pressure are reliant on the 
power source. In chapter 4, we cover which 
power source is the most powerful and how this 
affects cost.

WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF FLOOR 
BURNISHERS?



8The Ultimate Guide to Floor Burnishers 

Takeaways: 

Burnishers can be walk-behind or ride-on.  Ride-on 
burnishers increase worker productivity and help reduce 
operator fatigue. 

Cord-electric burnishers produce the least amount of power 
while battery powered produce the most.

Propane and battery-powered burnishers can increase 
productivity by up to 30% when compared to cord-electric 
burnishers.
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4
Now that you understand what a floor burnisher is and are aware of the 
different types, you may be asking how much one of these machines is 
going to cost.

So, in this chapter, will review the average price of a commercial floor 
burnisher and break down the factors that could change the price.

Keep in mind, the purchase price is not the total cost. The total cost of a floor burnisher 
will be the initial cost plus the total cost of ownership. The total cost of ownership 
considers things like increased worker productivity, repairs, warranty, preventative 
maintenance, and the payback period.

How much does a floor burnisher cost? 

Walk-behind burnishers are the cheapest floor burnishers. They typically cost between 
$1,300 and $4,200. Propane walk-behind burnishers are the next step up in price, ranging 
from $2,500 to $4,500. Battery-operated burnishers are the most expensive walk-behind 
burnishers and can cost anywhere from $6,500 to $12,000. 

Ride-on burnishers are the most expensive burnishers but can provide shorter 
cleaning times for larger areas. The price of a ride-on, battery-powered burnisher will 
be affected by the size of the burnisher and the number of batteries installed. Ride-on 
burnishers typically cost somewhere between $17,000 - $20,000. 

WHAT IS THE COST OF A 
FLOOR BURNISHER: FACTORS 
AND CONSIDERATIONS
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Factors that Affect the Price of a Floor Burnisher

There are many factors that can affect the price of a commercial floor 
buffer; from the power source to upgraded features, like automatic 
height adjustment.

Power Source 

Floor burnishers are cord-electric, propane, or battery-powered. 

Cord-Electric 

The most common floor burnishers are walk-
behind models. They are the least-expensive, 
but they require more labor and time to operate. 

Cord-electric burnishers produce the least 
amount of shine because they are limited to the 
amount of power they can draw from an outlet. 
The limited power restricts the pad pressure  
and speed.

Cord-electric floor burnishers must be plugged 
into an outlet to operate. The operator must 
manage the cord throughout a cleaning 
procedure ensuring that they are always in 
reach of the outlet and that they are not going 
to run over the cord. The additional time it 
takes to manage the cord leads to decreased 
productivity and longer cleaning times. 

Propane

Propane burnishers are more expensive than 
cord-electric burnishers.
Propane burnishers are powered by an internal combustion engine, producing the most 
amount of power. The increased power allows the burnisher to produce the most amount 
of downward pressure and achieve the best shine, but they should only be used in well-
ventilated buildings because they release toxic fumes.
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Battery-Powered

Battery burnishers are the most expensive machines when it comes to the power 
source, but they provide increased cleaning power, improved portability, and shorter 
cleaning times. 

Battery-powered burnishers have the most consistent downward pressure, allowing 
them to produce a quicker and better shine when compared to cord-electric and 
propane burnishers.

Dust Control 

During the burnishing process, dust is created. Burnishers with dust 
control aid in the removal and containment of dust particles that were 
generated during the polishing process. 

The dust control feature may be more expensive upfront but will help 
lower overall cleaning and labor costs. Dust control improves indoor air 
quality and reduces the need for follow-up dust mopping.

Dust control will allow your workers to be more productive, getting more 
done in the same amount of time, ultimately saving on labor costs. 
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Automatic Height Adjustment

The most basic burnishers do not offer 
height adjustment. Machines without height 
adjustment may be less expensive but they 
do not ensure the pad is evenly rotating on 
the floor which can create an inconsistent or 
uneven shine. 

The machine automatically adjusts to the 
floor, creating the best shine. Burnishers 
with automatic height adjustment reduce the 
chance of operator error and floor damage 
and increase employee productivity.

Service and Support

On-going service and support can help extend the life of your floor 
burnisher and reduce the need for more costly repairs. Although it may 
cost you more initially, services like preventative maintenance will help 
safeguard your investment. It will also prevent unscheduled equipment 
downtime and lost worker productivity that downtime causes.

Delivery, Set-Up, & Training

To get the most out of your equipment investment, take into 
consideration the cost of machine delivery, set-up, and training. Training 
is important in ensuring employees understand the safest and best way 
to operate and maintain the equipment. Proper usage and training will 
reduce equipment damages, extend the life of your burnisher, reduce 
employee injury, and maximize employee productivity. 
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Warranty

Floor burnishers can come with a warranty on parts, which will allow you 
to keep your repair costs down. Most warranties on parts are between 
2-3 years but can range from 2-7 years. In general, the longer the 
warranty, the more expensive the machine. 

Warranties typically do not cover the replacement of expendable wear 
items such as scrub brushes, pad holders, carbon motor brushes, bulbs, 
bags, filters, and various rubber/plastic parts.

Takeaways: 

When evaluating the cost of a floor buffer, you should 
consider the initial price as well as the total cost of 
ownership to determine if you are making the best 
investment for you facility.

A floor burnisher that comes with a warranty on parts, 
preventative maintenance or support can allow you to 
recoup your initial investment in a shorter amount of 
time than if you selected the cheapest machine with no 
additional support.
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5
As with any piece of industrial cleaning equipment burnishers can 
experience issues that will cause them to break or stop working. 
Broken equipment is frustrating, and can be time consuming as well as 
costly to fix. 

Before using or investing in a floor burnisher, knowing the most common problems can 
help reduce the likelihood of out-of-service equipment. 

Not only will we go over the most common problems you can experience with your 
burnisher, but we will provide the possible causes and solutions. 

COMMON PROBLEMS THAT 
COULD AFFECT YOUR FLOOR 
BURNISHER
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COMMON PROBLEMS FOR ALL FLOOR 
BURNISHER TYPES 

Problem 1: Streaks In The Floor Finish 

The most common complaint about a floor burnisher is that it is causing streaks on the 
floor. Streaks are happening for one of two reasons, either you are using the wrong floor 
pad or the floor pad has been installed incorrectly.

Possible Cause: Wrong Floor Burnisher Pad
Your floor burnisher is likely leaving streaks 
on the floor because the wrong floor pad is 
installed on the machine.

Floor pads for burnishers are not the same 
floor pads to be used with buffers. 
Floor pads for both machines are often 
confused and used interchangeably, but this 
is not best practice.

Floor burnishers and floor buffer are two 
different pieces of janitorial cleaning equipment 
that require different types of floor pads to 
complete various cleaning procedures.

Burnishers operate at higher speeds than 
buffers. Burnishers create a friction between 
the floor pad and floor to heat the floor finish 

and produce a “wet-look” shine. Floor pads for burnishers are typically lighter in color 
to avoid color transfer. The combination of heat and the wrong floor pad, such as dark-
colored floor buffer pads, will cause streaks or colored spots on your floor.

Solution: Make sure you are using the appropriate floor pad for your floor burnisher. To 
learn more about the best floor pad for your burnisher, read our article: “What is the Best 
Floor Pad for your Buffer or Burnisher?[Video]”



16The Ultimate Guide to Floor Burnishers 

Possible Cause: Floor Pad Is Installed Incorrectly
If you are not using a dark colored floor pad, it may be because the floor pad is not 
installed correctly.

If the pad is installed incorrectly, you can experience pad vibrations or see hazing on 
your floor.

When attaching a floor pad to your burnisher, first center the pad on the pad driver and 
then secure the pad onto the driver using a pad retainer. The pad retainer is a plastic part 
that tightens the floor pad to the pad driver. If the pad retainer is not screwed in all the way, 
the pad retainer will hit the floor and leave colored swirl marks.

Solution: Tighten the pad retainer so that it does not extend beyond the pad. The pad is 
tight enough when the pad has a slight bevel and extends beyond the retainer.

If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.
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Problem 2: Excessive Floor Burnisher Vibration  

Shaking or vibrating more than normal is probably due to the floor pad.

Possible Cause: Floor Pad Is Off-Center
The floor pad must be centered on the machine. If the pad is not centered on the pad 
driver, it will not be balanced and will cause the machine to shake or vibrate on the floor.

Solution: Remove the floor pad and recenter the pad, then attach the pad retainer.

Possible Cause: Floor Pad Is Damaged Or Worn
Floor pads which are damaged or worn will be uneven. Uneven floor pads will cause the 
machine to be unbalanced, creating the excessive shaking.

Pro Tip: Pads should always be at least 1/3 of an inch thick.

Solution: Replace damaged or worn floor pads.

If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.



18The Ultimate Guide to Floor Burnishers 

BATTERY OPERATED FLOOR BURNISHER

Problem 1: Battery Burnisher Will Not Turn On

Possible Cause: The Batteries Are Not Charged
The most common reason a battery burnisher will not turn on is because the batteries are 
dead.

The previous operator may have failed to charge the battery in between uses. 

Solution: Plug the battery in to charge.

Possible Cause: The Batteries Are 
Not Connected
Batteries must be properly 
connected.

Solution: Check the wires to 
make sure they are properly 
and securely attached to the 
appropriate connectors. Use the 
operators manual for guidance.

Possible Cause: On-Board Battery 
Charger Still Connected
Walk-behind and ride-on battery operated burnishers typically come equipped with on-
board battery chargers. The machine will not operate if the batteries are plugged into the 
charger.

Solution: Check to see if the on-board charger is still connected to the wall. If it is 
connected, unplug the machine to operate.

If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.
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Possible Cause: Loose Battery Connection
When a burnisher is turning on and then stopping or only operating for a short amount of 
time before quitting unexpectedly, the battery and wires may have a loose connection.

Solution: Check for any loose connections. Tighten any connections between the battery, 
wires, and clamps.

Possible Cause: Worn Or Old Batteries
As batteries are used they wear out and have less and less run time. 

Solution: You will need to contact a certified service technician for battery testing and 
replacement.

If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.

Problem 2: Battery Burnisher Starts And Then Stops
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CORD-ELECTRIC FLOOR BURNISHER

Problem 1: Floor Burnisher Will Not Turn On

Possible Cause: Floor Burnisher Is Not Plugged In 
The most common reason that a cord-electric floor burnisher won’t turn on is because it 
is not plugged into an outlet or it has been plugged into a faulty outlet.

Although this may seem obvious, check to make sure the plug hasn’t fallen out of the 
outlet and that the outlet isn’t faulty.

Solution: Test for a faulty outlet. Plug in another device to see if it is getting any power. 
If the device is not getting any power, reset the circuit breaker for the wall outlet. If the 
device is getting power, the problem is not with the wall outlet. The problem may be with 
the electric cord or buffer circuit.

Possible Cause: Damaged Or 
Frayed Power Cords
Electric power cords for floor 
burnishers can become damaged 
or frayed from improper use and 
storage. When cords are damaged 
they can prevent the burnisher 
from extracting power from the 
wall.

Solution: Inspect the cord for 
damage to the protective cover 
or for exposed wires. If the 
cord is damaged do not operate the machine. The cord will need to be replaced by a 
professional.
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If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.

Possible Cause: You’re Using An Extension Cord 
If you are trying to use an extension cord with your floor burnisher it may not be able to 
draw enough power to run the machine.

Solution: Remove any extension cords and connect the floor burnisher directly to the 
wall. If the machine does not turn on, the problem is likely with the machine or the outlet. 
Check the wall circuit and buffer circuit to make sure they didn’t pop. If the floor burnisher 
powers on, the electric cord may have been too small.

Pro Tip: If you must use an extension cord, the electrical cord should be one size bigger 
than the cord on the machine. For example, many burnishers have a 14 gauge cord and will 
require a 12 gauge electrical extension cord. The 12 gauge will allow the electricity to flow 
freely for longer distances. 
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Possible Cause: Tripped Wall Outlet Circuit 
Breaker
A wall outlet can be tripped when there is a 
temporary overload on the circuit or a short 
circuit in the device plugged into the circuit.

Solution: Test to see if the wall circuit is 
producing any power by plugging in another 
device. If the second device does not work, the 
wall outlet is not working. You will need to reset 
the wall circuit breaker. If the second device 
does work, the outlet is working and you should 
check the machine circuit breaker.

Possible Cause: Tripped Floor Burnisher Circuit
A circuit breaker on the machine is used to 
protect the motor from power surges. If the 
motor draws too much power, the circuit 
breaker will stop the motor to help prevent 
motor damage.

Burnisher circuits can trip when some of the 
cord is not unwrapped from the machine’s cord 

hook. When the cord is not fully unwrapped, the cord will not receive enough power and 
will cause strain on the machine or outlet, ultimately tripping the burnisher’s circuit.

Solution: If some cord is still wrapped around the cord hook, unwrap the remaining cord 
and reset the burnisher circuit breaker.

Problem 2: Floor Burnisher Starts, Suddenly Stops, And Won’t Restart

Cord-electric floor burnishers can trip the circuit breaker for either the 
wall outlet or machine itself.
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Possible Cause: Weak Burnisher Circuit Breaker 
A burnisher’s circuit breaker can be weak from previous short-circuits. The more times 
that a floor burnisher’s circuit is tripped, the weaker the circuit breaker will become and 
the easier it will be to trip.

Solution: If you think this is the case, the burnisher circuit breaker will need to be 
replaced. Machine service and maintenance should only be performed by a certified 
technician. 

If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.
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PROPANE FLOOR BURNISHER

Problem 1: Propane Floor Burnisher Engine Doesn’t Start

Possible Cause: Overfilled Propane Tank
Overfilling the propane tank is the number one cause of problems with a propane floor 
burnisher.

Pro Tip: Propane tanks should only be 80% filled. 80% is considered a full tank.  

Solution: If you think your tank is too full, vent the excess propane before reconnecting to 
the burnisher. To do this, using protective gloves, take the tank outdoors and slowly open 
the valve. Lower the propane amount to the specified level on the gauge. Do not do this 
near an open flame.

Possible Cause: The Engine Overheated 
The machine may shut off intermittently if the engine overheats. The most common 
reasons the engine overheats is because the oil is too high or too low, the carbon deposit 
in the combustion chamber is too dirty, or the cooling fan is damaged.

Solution: First, check to see that the oil is at the correct level. Then, clean out the carbon 
deposit. If the engine is still overheating, check the filter of the cooling fan. If you notice 
that the filter is dirty, clean the filter. If it is not the filter, check the cooling fan for damage. 
If there is noticeable wear or damage, contact a certified technician for replacement.
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Possible Cause: Spark Plug
Spark plugs create a spark of electricity that emits across a small gap in the engine. 
It creates the ignition for the combustion to run the burnisher. If your machine is not 
starting, the wrong spark plug may be installed or the spark plug may be damaged or 
worn.

Solution: Inspect the burnisher’s spark plug. Spark plugs should be light tan or gray. If the 
spark plug is black or has noticeable damage, it is a sign that the engine is not running 
properly. Contact a certified technician for maintenance and service. If the spark plug 
appears fine, the problem is probably not with the spark plug.

Possible Cause: Low Or No Oil
Low or no oil may cause the burnisher not to start.

Solution: Check the engine oil level. If the oil is low, fill to the manufacturer’s 
recommendations.

Pro Tip: Engine oil should be changed every 20 hours of operation to obtain maximum life 
of the engine.

If none of these troubleshooting tips were able to get 
your burnisher up and running, contact an authorized 
repair center for help identifying and resolving other 
possible causes.

Takeaways: 

If you are not sure about the problem, do not try to fix the 
problem yourself or without professional guidance.

Bring your machine in for routine service and maintenance to 
prevent unplanned equipment downtime.

Contact a certified specialist with any questions.
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After covering everything from how to use a floor burnisher to the common 
problems you can expect to experience with one, you might be interested 
in learning about some of the best available on the market today. 
To help you narrow down all of the options, this chapter will breakdown 
the 5 best floor burnishers of 2020.

RECOMMENDED FLOOR 
BURNISHERS

Ultra Speed Pro® 
1500

TASKI® erogodisc® 
1200

ADVOLUTION™ 
20XP

Advance 
BU™ 800 eForce®

Horsepower 1.5 hp 1.5 hp 1.5 hp 1.5 hp 3.6 hp

Pad Size 20 inch 20 inch 20 inch 20 inch 27 inch

Pad Speed 1,500 rpm 1,200 rpm 2,000 rpm 2,000 rpm 1,500 - 1,700 rpm

Type Walk-Behind Walk-Behind Walk-Behind Walk-Behind Ride-On

Weight 88 lbs 92.5lbs 87 lbs 551 lbs 1,100 lbs

Power Source Cord Electric Cord Electric Cord-Electric Battery Operated Battery Operated

Cord Length 50 ft 82 ft 75 ft n/a n/a

Passive Dust 
Control No No Yes Yes Yes

Motor Belt Drive Belt Drive Direct Drive Direct Drive Direct Drive

Sound / Noise 
Level 68 dBA 64 dBA 66.5 dBA 66.5 dBA 68 dBA

Cost $ $$ $$$ $$$$ $$$$$

Warranty 

8 Years on 
Polydur Body
3 Year Parts 
2 Year Labor

2-year parts

8 Years on 
Polydur Body
3 Year Parts 
2 Year Labor

8 Years on 
Polydur Body
3 Year Parts 
2 Year Labor

3 Year warranty 
against defects 
in material and 
workmanship

Manufacturer Nilfisk Taski Nilfisk Nilfisk NSS
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1. Clarke Ultra Speed Pro® 1500 Burnisher

Manufactured by Nilfisk, this 20-inch walk-behind burnisher operates 
at 1,500rpm. This is the most cost-friendly burnisher but offers minimal 
features.

Power Source 

The burnisher is cord-electric with a 50ft 
yellow cord.
 
Cord-electric burnishers have limitless runtime 
as long as they are plugged into an outlet. Cord-
electric machines are good for relativity small areas.

There are limitations to how long a power-cord 
can be because of the power it takes to power 
the motor and spin the floor pad. For use in larger 
areas, the cord will need to be moved from outlet 
to outlet which can be time-consuming and 
restrictive when outlets are not available.

Motor

The Ultra Speed Pro® 1500 burnisher has a belt 
drive motor.

Pro Tip: Cord-electric burnishers can be either 
direct drive or belt-driven. Direct drive is where the 

motor is mounted directly above the pad driver. On belt-driven models the motor is offset 
and connected to the pad driver with a pulley system. Belt-driven units can require more 
maintenance than direct drive. Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of 
machine downtime and lower worker productivity. 
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Dust Control 

This machine does not have dust control. Burnishers without dust control are more cost-
effective to purchase initially, but you will spend more time on labor and cleaning supplies 
when having to dust mop or vacuum.

Pad Pressure

The operator controls the pressure on the pad. Floor burnishers that require manual 
adjustments allow for operator error, increased mistakes, and potential damage to 
your floor.

2. TASKI® ergodisc® 1200 Burnisher

This is a 1200 rpm walk-behind burnisher manufactured by TASKI®. 
Although it is not best practice, this machine is especially suited for 
spray buffing and cleaning.

Power Source 

This is a cord electric burnisher with a cord length 
of 82 ft. This machine has the longest power cord 
of the corded buffer options.

Motor

This floor burnisher is equipped with a belt drive 
motor. Belts are prone to slipping and stretching 
which can require more maintenance and 
machine downtime. They are typically quieter 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime 
cleaning procedures.
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Dust Control 

This floor burnisher is not equipped with dust control. 

Pad Pressure

The ergodisc® provides full pad to floor contact. The floating pad drive gives a constant 
working pressure and enables the machine to be used on uneven floors.

This burnisher is the only option to offer direct solution distribution.  The 
cleaning solution/spray buff is distributed by an electrical spray unit. The 
spray buff solution is dispensed through the center of the pad, allowing 
the whole surface of the pad to be evenly wet. This buffer is primarily 
used for spray buffing or cleaning but this is no longer best practice 
(even though some facilities still practice this today).

3. Advance Advolution™ 
20XP Burnisher

Manufactured by Nilfisk, the Advolution™ 
20XP is a 20-inch walk-behind floor 
burnisher that runs at 2,000 rotations per 
minute (rpm). This burnisher operates at the 
highest speed when compared to the other 
20-inch floor burnisher options.

Power Source 

This is a cord-electric machine with a 75-foot power 
cord. Cord-electric machines are less productive than 
battery operated machines.  



30The Ultimate Guide to Floor Burnishers 

Motor

This is a direct drive floor burnisher. Direct drive motors require less maintenance over 
their lifetime. They do not have any belts to wear down, extending the life expectancy of 
the machine. 

Dust Control 

Advolution™ 20XP is equipped with the passive dust control feature. 

This burnisher has a wrap-around skirt that tightly seals to the floor with small airflow 
openings that control dust. Powerful suction collects burnishing dust in the unit’s dual-
port dust bag, providing total dust control for improved indoor air quality (IAQ).  

Pad Pressure 

Advolution™ 20XP uses a patented gas spring technology that precisely regulates the pad 
pressure for a maximum shine on hard floor surfaces. 

4. Advance BU800™ Burnisher

The Advance BU800™ Burnisher is a 20-inch walk-behind floor burnisher 
is manufactured by Nilfisk that runs at 2,000 rotations per minute (rpm). 
This is the most productive 20-inch walk-behind burnisher option.
 
Power Source 

This is a battery operated machine. Battery operated burnishers can increase productivity 
by up to 30% when compared to cord-electric burnishers. Battery operated floor 
burnishers eliminate the need for the operator to have to plug and move cords into a 
new outlet.  

Motor

It is available in traction or pad drive. Traction drive has two motors, one for driving/
directing the machine and one for controlling the pad. Traction drive is more ergonomic 
for the operator. 
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Dust Control 

This burnisher is equipped with a dust 
control feature. 
If you are interested in LEED certification for your 
establishment, you can increase your facility’s 
LEED score by using a burnisher with a dust 
control system. Dust control will help maintain a 
certain level of indoor air quality (IAQ).

Pad Pressure 

Advance BU800™ Burnisher uses a self-regulating 
pad technology that manages the pad pressure for 
a maximum shine on hard floor surfaces. The self-
adjusting pad pressure ensures that the optimal 
power is applied to the pad driver. This eliminates 
the need to make any changes to the settings. 
This feature reduces operator error and potential 
damage to floors. 

5. NSS eForce® Burnisher

This is a ride-on floor burnisher that operates between 1,500 and 
1,700 rpm. Ride-on burnishers perform the same tasks as traditional 
burnishers but allow the operator to sit on the machine and maneuver it 
with hand controls. The ride-on feature helps reduce operator fatigue for 
increased productivity.

This machine is practical for areas larger than 2,000 square feet where 
smaller burnishers would be inefficient. The eforce® has a 27-inch 
cleaning path to help cover more ground in the same amount of time 
when compared to a 20-inch burnisher. 
This is the most expensive burnisher. 
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Power Source 

This burnisher uses six, 6-volt 430 
AH batteries which provide up to 
3 hours of continuous run time. 
Battery operated burnishers are 
great for facilities that require a 
burnisher to reach beyond where 
a cord is capable of reaching. 
Battery operated burnishers also 
provide increased productivity.  
They eliminate the need for the 
operator to plug in and move 
cords to a new outlet. 

Motor

This burnisher has a dual motor. 
One motor drives the pad and the 
other motor drives the wheels. 
Dual motors are more expensive 
but are more ergonomic for the 
operator. Dual motors can be 
set to drive which help increase 
worker productivity.

Dust Control

This machine has a NSS Vac-Trac dust collection system on the burnishing head of the 
machine. The filter collects 95% of dust particles at .3 microns and more.
If your facility is interested in earning LEED certification, dust control burnishers will 
improve indoor air quality and can help earn you credits in the Indoor Environmental 
Quality segment.

Pad Pressure 

This burnisher has three pad pressures and drive speed settings to adjust your burnishing 
process to different floors. It must be manually adjusted.



33The Ultimate Guide to Floor Burnishers 

Takeaways: 

The NSS eforce® 27 inch burnisher provides the largest cleaning 
path and is a ride-on, battery-operated machine that will allow 
you to be most productive in large areas. 

The Advance BU800™ is  the most productive walk-behind option.  

The Advance Advolution and Clarke Ultra Speed 1500® are good 
options for area with tight spaces. 

The TASKI® Ergodisc® is best for spray buffing.

NSS eForce® 27 
inch Ride-On

The Advance BU800™ Advance Advolution 
20XP

Clarke Ultra
Speed 1500®

The TASKI® 
ergodisc®
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When buying a floor burnisher you should always bring up: 

1. Budget

a. I have a budget of $$$$. What commercial floor burnishers fall in that price 
range? 

2. Facility Size

a. My facility is XXXX square feet. What size burnisher do you recommend? 

After researching floor burnishers and coming up with some of the top-
rated machines you may be thinking about taking the next step. 

Sometimes the best way to choose a floor burnisher is to consult with 
an expert so they can help you find the right fit for your facility. During 
your consultation, you should be prepared to ask some questions that 
will help your specialist guide you in the right direction. 

The next chapter will provide some examples of questions to have 
prepared if you are interested in purchasing a floor burnisher.

IMPORTANT QUESTIONS TO 
ASK WHEN SELECTING A 
FLOOR BURNISHER 7
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3. Floor Finish 

a. I have ______ floor finish. Should I use a floor burnisher on this type of floor 
surface or floor finish? If not, do you recommend another piece of janitorial 
cleaning equipment? 

4. Dust Control 

a. Do I need dust control on my machine? How do I know if this is a good 
investment?

5. Machine Type 

a. What determines whether I will need a walk-behind or ride-on machine? 

6. Warranty

a. Do you or the manufacturer offer warranties? What are they, and how do they 
compare across different manufacturers?

7. Common Problems

a. Are you aware of any issues that are more common with XXX machine 
compared to XXX?

8. Machine Life 

a. What is the life expectancy of floor burnisher X compared to floor burnisher Y?

9. Payback

a. What is the typical payback period or return on investment on xxx machine? 

Takeaways

Always ask questions. 

Come prepared with your facility size, budget, and needs in 
mind.
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JERSEY CITY HEADQUARTERS
255 Route 1 & 9
Jersey City NJ, 07306

     201-437-7440 | imperialdade.com

Imperial Dade is the leading independently 
owned and operated distributor of foodservice 
packaging, facilities maintenance supplies, 
floor equipment, and industrial packaging 
in North America. A provider of customized 
supply chain solutions, Imperial Dade serves 
customers in many business-to-business 
market segments. Our growing network of 
strategically located distribution centers 
serves over 90,000 customers nationwide. We 
have 6,500 employees on our team that are 
dedicated to exceeding customer expectations. Visit 

imperialdade.com to learn more!

NEXT STEPS

If you’re ready to get the conversation started or are ready to 
invest in a commercial floor burnisher, the Experts at Imperial 
Dade can equip you with everything you need to make the 
right investment for your company’s needs, wants, and budget.  
Our Team begins by understanding your needs and desired 
outcomes so we can suggest the best products and 
equipment for you. We will guide you through the decision-
making process to ensure you make the right purchase.    

After the purchase, our Team provides delivery, set-up, and 
in-service training to ensure you are utilizing best practices 
and the most up-to-date procedures. 

We look forward to learning about your situation, so we 
can help build an effective floor care program for your 
business. 

CONTACT US TODAY


