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INTRODUCTION 
Welcome!

Thank you for downloading our Ultimate Guide to Floor Buffers ebook!
Are you looking to invest in a buffer, or maybe upgrade, and need to 
know where to begin?
Investing in the right �oor buffer will help keep your hard �oors looking 
great, making the job easier, less time consuming, and saving you 
money on labor.

This E-Book is packed with valuable information from industry 
experts and is designed to: 

De�ne what a �oor buffer is

Educate you on all of the different components and aspects 
of a �oor buffer

Review the different types of commercial �oor buffers

Evaluate the factors that affect the price a �oor buffer

Provide honest comparisons between different types of 
�oor buffers

Discuss the most commonly asked questions from 
prospective buyers 

Inform you of what problems you might run into after buying 
a �oor buffer 
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1 WHAT IS A FLOOR BUFFER? 
DEFINITION AND OVERVIEW 

Floors are the �rst thing people notice when they enter your facility. 
Maintaining the appearance of your facility’s hard �oors is critical to 
keeping your facility looking great. Floor buffers are one of the most 
versatile pieces of janitorial cleaning equipment used to maintain hard 
�oors and should be included in any commercial hard �oor 
maintenance program.

A �oor buffer is a piece of janitorial cleaning equipment that 
allows cleaning professionals to buff, clean, strip, or remove 
the wax from a facility’s �oor.

 

Floor buffers are commonly referred to as 
strippers, swing machines, or side-to-side 
machines. To maneuver, the operator is in full 
control as it moves side-to-side, hence the 
nickname “side-to-side” machine.

In this chapter, we discuss what a �oor buffer is, what they 
are used for, and how they compare to �oor burnishers.



4The Ultimate Guide To Floor Buffers

Commercial floor buffers are going to be a good addition to your 
facility's hard floor program if you want to enhance the image of your 

facility and boost your worker productivity.

175-300
RPM

Buffers are low-speed machines. They operate at 
175 - 300 RPM. A buffer rests directly on the pad, 
creating 100% contact between the �oor and the 
pad. The machine does not rest on the hind wheels 
and the wheels should only be used for transport.

Takeaways:
 

Floor buffers are used to strip or remove the wax from a 
facility’s �oor. They can also be used to buff, clean, or scrub 
your facility’s �oor. 

Using a �oor buffer can boost worker productivity and 
provide enhanced cleaning results.
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2 WHAT IS A FLOOR BUFFER 
USED FOR?

As mentioned, you can use your buffer to complete various cleaning 
tasks. The best way to achieve the desired results is by utilizing the 
proper floor pad with your floor buffer.

Depending on the �oor pad applied 
to the machine, buffers can be 
used to:

Strip

Buff

Clean

Or Scrub

It will be critical to the success of your cleaning procedure to use the right pad for its 
intended application. Keep in mind you may not need to purchase several different pads 
with your buffer if you will only be completing a few cleaning procedures. 

In this chapter, we will go over what �oor pads you will need to supplement your buffer with. 
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Takeaways:

Not all �oor pads for buffers are the same.
Floor pads for buffers cannot be used for burnishers or
vice versa.

Using the right �oor pad is critical for achieving the best results 
for each cleaning procedure.

Using the wrong �oor pad can damage your machine and 
reduce its life expectancy. If you are not sure which pad is best 
for your machine reach out to a certi�ed specialist.

Selecting the proper �oor pad for your �oor �nish, machine, and maintenance procedure 

is critical to a successful �oor maintenance program.

Not all floor pads are the same. Every �oor pad is designed to perform a speci�c �oor 

maintenance procedure.
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3 WHAT IS THE DIFFERENCE 
BETWEEN A FLOOR BUFFER 
AND A FLOOR BURNISHER? 

It is important to understand that floor buffers and burnishers are 
not the same. The two machines are often confused, but they 
should be used to complete different cleaning procedures. 

The differences between a buffer and a burnisher are the speed, 
motion, and floor maintenance procedures they complete.

In the next chapter, we review why the two are different and make sure that you are 
looking for a �oor buffer and not a �oor burnisher.

Buffers and burnishers perform different tasks, and it is important to use the proper 
machine for the right job. Using the wrong machine to perform a chosen cleaning 
procedure can cause damage to your �oor and equipment.

- Buffer
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So how do I know if I need a buffer or a burnisher? 
The key to choosing the right machine is understanding what task you 
are trying to complete.

Are you trying to strip, buff, clean or scrub the floor?
Then you’re going to be looking for a buffer.

Are you looking for the best and most efficient way to restore 
a floor’s shine? Then you’re looking for a burnisher.

Takeaways:

Floor buffers and �oor 
burnishers are not the same 
piece of janitorial cleaning 
equipment. 

Floor buffers should be used to 
buff, clean or scrub your �oors. 
Burnishers should only be used 
to polish a �oor. 

Buffers and burnishers should 
not be used interchangeably. 

Ask a certi�ed technician for 
help understanding which 
machine(s) you need for your 
hard �oor program. 

BUFFER BURNISHER
Low Speed High Speed

Operate in a Side to Side Motion Drive Straight

Used to Strip, Clean, Buff, or Scrub a Floor Used to Polish (Burnish) a Floor

Are you actually looking for a burnisher, and not a buffer?  Don’t worry, we have a guide for that too!  Check 
out our Ultimate Guide to Burnishers 
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4 WHAT ARE THE DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF FLOOR BUFFERS?

Like many other kinds of purchases, there are different types of 
buffers. They can come in different sizes and with varying features. 
The main considerations when selecting the best buffer for your 
facility will be based on the cleaning path size and motor type. 

TYPES OF BUFFERS

Buffers can achieve different results depending on the type of gearbox and horsepower 
motor they have.

POWER SOURCE

Unlike other types of janitorial cleaning 
equipment like burnishers or vacuums, all 
buffers are basic cord-electric models. 
Cord-electric buffers are plugged into a facility’s 
power outlet to operate. 

Electric cords are typically 50 to 75 feet long. 
The power cord will need to be moved and 
replugged as the cleaning path progresses.

This chapter will go over the differences in buffers so you can choose the best
�oor buffer. 

The main differences in �oor buffers will be in the gearbox, motor, and size of the 
cleaning path.
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Takeaways:

The best buffer for your facility will depend on the size and 
budget of your facility.

Larger buffers may be more expensive but they will increase 
worker productivity.

Triple planetary gearboxes provide the most stability, balance, 
and control. 

GEARBOX

The gearbox provides power and stability to rotate the �oor pad in a balanced motion.

Gearboxes are available in three different types: single, double, and triple planetary.

Single and double planetary gearboxes do not fully balance the power across the pad driver. Triple 
planetary gearboxes provide the best torque and balance control.

MOTOR

Motors can range from .5 - 1.5 hp. Most buffers 
have a 1.5 hp motor. Motor size will depend on 
the machine size and facility budget.

The higher the horsepower, the more power the 
machine will have to rotate the �oor pad.

SIZE

Buffers typically offer cleaning paths between 13 
inches and 20 inches. The most common size 
buffer is 20 inches. The size you will need will 
depend on your facility type, size, and budget.
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5 WHAT IS THE COST OF A 
FLOOR BUFFER: FACTORS 
AND CONSIDERATIONS 

Understanding the factors that are going to be a part of any purchase 
are important. When purchasing a floor buffer there is no single price 
tag. The price of a floor buffer is going to vary depending on various 
features installed, the size, warranty information and more. 

SO, HOW MUCH DOES A FLOOR BUFFER COST?

The cost of a commercial �oor buffer is more than just the purchase price. You must take 
into account the total cost of ownership when making this investment.
  
The right machine for your facility is not the one with the cheapest purchase price, but the 
one that delivers the best payback period and return on investment (ROI). It is important to 
note that a machine with a higher initial cost may be the cheaper option over its lifetime.

Choosing a �oor buffer that has a warranty on parts or comes with in-service training and 
support will allow you to recoup your initial 
investment in a shorter amount of time than if you 
selected the cheapest machine with no warranty
or training. 

A cheaper machine may not have the same useful 
life or provide a warranty on parts which will 
otherwise cost you more in repairs, unplanned 
equipment downtime, and lost worker productivity in 
the long run.

This chapter will discuss the different factors that affect the initial and total lifetime cost of 
a commercial �oor buffer. 
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A 20-inch floor buffer, the most common machine size, typically ranges 
from $750.00 to $2,950.00. There are many factors that will ultimately 
affect the price.

When evaluating the cost of a �oor buffer, you should consider the machine features and 
the total cost of ownership to help determine if you are making the right investment.

The initial cost of your commercial �oor 
buffer is the upfront cost or purchase 
price. The initial cost of a commercial 
�oor buffer will be affected by:

The total cost of ownership is the total of 
expenses after the initial purchase. The 
total lifetime cost of a �oor buffer will 
include things like:

1. Deck Size

2. Motor Size

3. Gearbox vs Belt Driven

4. Warranty

5. Service and Support     
(Preventative Maintenance)

6. Delivery, Set-Up, & Training

1. Deck Size

Buffers are typically equipped with 13-inch, 17-inch, or 20-inch decks. The smaller the 
cleaning path, the less the �oor buffer will cost.
 
Depending on the size of the area being cleaned, it may not be bene�cial to get the 
smallest buffer. The smaller the cleaning path, the longer it will take to complete a 
cleaning procedure. The more time employees spend on a cleaning procedure, the 
less work they can complete. 

The most common �oor buffer is the 20-inch. 
20-inch buffers are typically used to complete �oor 
maintenance procedures in open areas. 

17-inch buffers are best used in smaller, more 
congested areas where a 20-inch machine won’t �t. 

13-inch buffers are the smallest commercial �oor 
buffer. They are most commonly used in bathrooms 
or on stairways.
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2. Motor 

Size
Floor buffers have motors between .5 - 1.5 hp. Most buffers have a 1.5 hp motor. The 
higher the horsepower, the more power the machine will have to rotate the floor pad. 

The larger the motor, the higher the price of the �oor buffer. However, investing in a larger 
motor can help extend the life of your �oor buffer. Floor buffers with larger motors put less 
stress on the machine reducing wear and tear. 

3. Gearbox vs Belt Driven 
Floor buffers either contain a gearbox or drive belt. 

Triple vs Single or Double Planetary Gears
Commercial �oor buffers can have single, double, or triple planetary gearboxes. The gearbox 
provides power and stability to rotate the �oor pad in a balanced motion.  

Triple planetary gearboxes are the most 
expensive option. In a triple planetary 
gearbox, the gearbox is balanced by three 
evenly spaced gears. 

The three gears allow the gearbox to rotate 
evenly, providing the best torque and balance 
control. Triple planetary gears are the most 
durable and longest lasting. 

Single or double planetary gearboxes do not 
fully balance the power across the gearbox and 
are not as good as a triple planetary gearbox.

A double planetary gearbox has two gears that are on opposite sides of each other. This 
provides better balance control than a single planetary gearbox but causes the gearbox to 
rotate unevenly. The stress of the uneven rotation will shorten the life of the machine. 

Single planetary gearboxes are the cheapest option but also provide the least balance. 
They are also the least durable and have the shortest machine life. Single planetary 
gearboxes are likely to require the most maintenance and cause the most machine 
downtime and lowest worker productivity when compared to double or triple
planetary gearboxes.

- Gearbox
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Belt Driven
There is no gearbox in a belt driven unit. In a belt driven unit, the motor drives a belt which in 
turn spins the �oor pad or brush. Belt driven units can feature lower noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. 
Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is offset to the side of the machine causing the 

4. Service and Support (Preventative Maintenance)

Preventative maintenance can help 
extend the life of your commercial 
�oor buffer and reduce the need 
for more costly repairs.  Although 
the added service may cost you 
more initially, preventative 
maintenance will help safeguard 
your investment. It will also prevent 
unscheduled equipment downtime 
and lost worker productivity.

buffer to be less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the operator must make up for the 
imbalance of the motor. This causes the operator to work harder, increasing worker fatigue 
and reducing worker productivity. 

Belt driven units can require more maintenance and repair costs than a 
gearbox operated buffer. Belts can become worn and slip, increasing 
the likelihood of machine downtime and lower worker productivity.
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Takeaways:

Start by asking yourself what the most important features of 
the machine are.

Are you looking for a cheap machine that will get the job done 
or are you looking for a machine that may cost more but save 
you on productivity costs?

Work with an expert to learn how a more expensive machine can 
save you more money over its useful life.

Always ask your dealer about scheduled service and 
maintenance appointments as well as machine warranty.

5. Delivery, Set-Up, & Training

To get the most out of your equipment investment, take into consideration the cost of 
machine delivery, set-up, and training. Proper machine set up and employee training are 
important in ensuring the correct usage and maintenance of the �oor buffer. Proper 
usage and training will reduce equipment downtime, extend the life of your machine, 
and maximize employee productivity.

6. Warranty

Floor buffers come with a warranty on parts, 
which will allow you to keep your repair 
costs down. 

Most warranty on parts is between 2-3 years 
but can range from 2-7 years. In general, the 
longer the warranty, the more expensive
the machine.

The cost of a buffer can vary on a lot of 
factors, and if you’re trying to price out a 
machine by yourself it can be challenging. 
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6 COMMON PROBLEMS THAT 
COULD AFFECT YOUR 
FLOOR BUFFER 

Knowing about the problems that could affect your floor buffer will 
help prevent issues and unplanned equipment downtime, resulting in 
less time and money spent on repairs.

Nothing is worse than when you are in a time crunch to get your �oors in top shape, and 
your �oor buffer doesn't seem to be working properly.

In this chapter, we will discuss the most common �oor buffer problems and some ways to 
troubleshoot them. If you are aware of the problems that could affect your commercial 
�oor buffer from the beginning you may be able to quickly solve and repair the issue 
without having to bring it in for professional maintenance. 

Problem: My Floor Buffer Will Not Turn On 

Possible Cause: Not Plugged In 
If your �oor buffer will not turn on, the most obvious 
and easiest �x is to ensure the buffer is plugged into 
the wall outlet. The plug may have fallen out or have 
been placed in a faulty outlet. Double-check that the 
issue is not originating from the outlet rather than the 
�oor buffer.

Solution: Make sure that the wall outlet can 
accommodate the machine. Most machines need to 
be plugged into a nominal 120v circuit or they will 
not receive enough power to start and run.  A �oor 
buffer should always be plugged into a grounded, 
3-prong outlet. 

Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 
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Possible Cause: Damaged or Frayed
Power Cords
Damaged or frayed power cords may be 
preventing the machine from getting any power. 

Power cords are commonly damaged from 
improper storage and use. 

Cords should be stored according to the 
manufacturer's speci�cations. Most machines 
will have a cord hook to wrap the cord around. 
Do not leave the cord unwrapped for storage. 

When in use, the operator must carefully 
maneuver around cords so that they do not run 
over the cord. Cords which are run over become 
damaged and pose a safety threat to the user. 

Ripping the power cord from the outlet will 
cause the prongs to get bent and put extra 
stress on the end of the power cable.  

Solution: Check the power cord for bent prongs 
or frayed areas. If you notice damage to the 
cord or prong you will need to replace the cord. 

Problem: My Floor Buffer Won’t Stay On 

Possible Cause: Tripped Wall or Buffer Circuit
A tripped wall circuit breaker is caused by a temporary overload on the circuit or a short 
circuit in some device plugged into the circuit. A circuit breaker on the machine is used to 
protect the motor. 

If the motor draws high amperage the circuit breaker will stop the motor. Circuits pop when 
too much power is being drawn or too much strain is put on the circuit. 

The most common reason the buffer circuit pops is that some of the �oor buffer’s cord is 
still wrapped around the cord hook. You should never try to operate the �oor buffer with the 
cord still wrapped around the cord hook. The cord will not receive enough power and will 
cause strain on the machine or outlet, ultimately tripping the circuit.

Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 
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Solution: If some cord is still wrapped around the cord hook, release the remaining cord 
and reset the wall and/or the machine circuit breaker.  

The more a �oor buffer’s circuit pops, the weaker the circuit will become, causing it to 
pop more frequently.   
If the machine continues to stop, consult an authorized service technician.

 Machine service and maintenance should only be performed by a certified technician. 

Problem: My Floor Buffer is Shaking More Than Normal

Possible Cause: Floor Pad is
Installed Incorrectly 
The �oor pad must be centered on the 
machine. If the pad is not centered on 
the pad driver it will not be balanced and 
cause the machine to shake or vibrate 
on the �oor.

Solution: Remove the �oor pad and 
re-center.

Possible Cause: Floor Pad is
Damaged or Worn 
A damaged or worn �oor pad will not sit 
evenly on the �oor pad and can cause 
the pad driver to rotate unevenly. 

Solution: Remove the �oor pad and replace with a new one.

Possible Cause: Motor 
After checking to make sure that the problem is not with the �oor pad, the issue probably 
lies within the motor.

Solution: Consult an authorized service technician. 
Machine service and maintenance should only be performed by a certified technician.

- Unbalanced Pad

Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 
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Problem: My Floor Buffer is Leaving Streaks On The Floor

If your �oor buffer is leaving streaks on the �oor, your machine is probably not broken. 
You have most likely just installed the wrong �oor pad on the �oor buffer or you are not 
operating the buffer using best practices. 

Possible Cause: Wrong Floor Pad 
When selecting a �oor pad for a buffer, you will want to choose the least aggressive pad 
for the �oor �nish that will best perform the maintenance procedure. Typically, the darker 
the �oor pad, the more aggressive or abrasive the pad is. The more aggressive the face 
of a pad is, the more �nish it will remove. Using a pad that is too aggressive for your 
finish will cause those streaks and scratches to your floor.

Solution: Replace the �oor pad. Check out our article, “What is the Best Floor Pad for my 
Buffer or Burnisher?” to see if you’re using the right �oor pad.

Takeaways: 

If you are not sure about the problem, do not try to �x the 
problem yourself or without professional guidance. 

Bring your machine in for routine service and maintenance to 
prevent unplanned equipment downtime.

Contact a certi�ed specialist with any questions. 

Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 



Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 
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Now that you have a well-rounded view of buffers, you may be 
interested in seeing what some of the best options are on the 
market today.

Below we highlight two of the best floor buffers. 

Some of our favorite models: 
Viper Venom™ 1715 & 2015
Taski® ergodisc® 200 & 175

Viper Venom™ 
1715 & 2015 

Taski® ergodisc® 
200 & 175  

Deck Size 17 inch | 20 inch 17 inch | 20 inch 

Gear Box Triple Planetary Belt Driven Unit 

175 rpm 200 rpm | 175 rpm 

Sound Level 63 dBA 57 dBA 

Weight 101 lbs | 109 lbs 75 lbs | 93 lbs 

Motor 1.5 hp  800w | 1100w 

Warranty 
3-year parts 
2-year labor 

2-year parts 

Power Cable 50 ft 49 ft 

Manufacturer Nil�sk Diversey 

Dual Speed  Model Available Not Available 

Pad/Brush Speed



Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 

This machine is equipped with a start-and-run capacitor. A start-and-run 
capacitor moderates the amount of amps being drawn from the wall. This is an 
important feature because it allows you to run a powerful machine without 
tripping a circuit. 

Gearbox
The Viper Venom™ �oor buffer contains a solid-steel triple planetary gearbox
that allows it to run smoothly and last longer than a single or double
planetary gearbox.

Pro Tip: Commercial �oor buffers can have single, double, or triple planetary gearboxes. 
The gearbox provides power and stability. Triple planetary gearboxes provide the best 
torque and balance control. Single or double planetary gearboxes do not fully balance 
power across the gearbox and are not as good as a triple planetary gearbox.

Noise Level
The Viper Venom™ �oor buffer operates at 63 dBA, which is the equivalent of a 
normal conversation. Its quiet operation allows it to be operated during the day 
without disturbing occupants.

Warranty
With this �oor machine, you get a 3-year warranty on the parts, as well as a 
2-year warranty on labor. The warranty does not cover the replacement of 
expendable wear items such as scrub brushes, pad holders, carbon motor 
brushes, bulbs, bags, �lters and various rubber/plastic parts.
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1. Viper Venom™ 1715 & 2015 Floor Buffer

The Viper Venom™ 1715 is the 17-inch
buffer and the Viper Venom™ 2015 is the 
20-inch buffer. 

Pro Tip: This buffer is also available in a dual speed model. 
Dual speed �oor buffers are best used in facilities that still use 
spray buf�ng procedures. This buffer gives you the ability to 
operate the machine at higher speeds (330/185 rpm) to 
produce a better shine.

Deck Size
The Viper Venom™ is available in either a 17-inch 
or 20-inch deck.  The most common size is a 
20-inch deck, but depending on the size of the 
area being cleaned you may only need a 17-inch 
cleaning path.

If you are cleaning a larger facility, a wider cleaning 
path will allow you to cover more ground on
each pass.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
The Venom™ is a low-speed �oor machine.
Both the Viper Venom™ 1715 and the 2015 run at 
175 rpm.

Power Source
The Viper Venom™ is cord-electric. It has a 50-ft 
yellow power cord.

Motor
This swing-machine has a 1.5 hp motor. The higher the horsepower, the more 
power the buffer will have to rotate the �oor pad.

The Venom™ has a 66 frame motor. It is built for heavy-duty usage. The 66 frame 
motor delivers high rpm, starting torque, and brush/pad drive power for �oor 
buffers. These motors are durable and long-lasting. 

The motor is centered and directly on top of the machine. When the motor is 
centered it is evenly balanced and does not require the operator to offset 
the balance. 

- Viper Venom



Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 
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This machine is equipped with a start-and-run capacitor. A start-and-run 
capacitor moderates the amount of amps being drawn from the wall. This is an 
important feature because it allows you to run a powerful machine without 
tripping a circuit. 

Gearbox
The Viper Venom™ �oor buffer contains a solid-steel triple planetary gearbox
that allows it to run smoothly and last longer than a single or double
planetary gearbox.

Pro Tip: Commercial �oor buffers can have single, double, or triple planetary gearboxes. 
The gearbox provides power and stability. Triple planetary gearboxes provide the best 
torque and balance control. Single or double planetary gearboxes do not fully balance 
power across the gearbox and are not as good as a triple planetary gearbox.

Noise Level
The Viper Venom™ �oor buffer operates at 63 dBA, which is the equivalent of a 
normal conversation. Its quiet operation allows it to be operated during the day 
without disturbing occupants.

Warranty
With this �oor machine, you get a 3-year warranty on the parts, as well as a 
2-year warranty on labor. The warranty does not cover the replacement of 
expendable wear items such as scrub brushes, pad holders, carbon motor 
brushes, bulbs, bags, �lters and various rubber/plastic parts.

1. Viper Venom™ 1715 & 2015 Floor Buffer

The Viper Venom™ 1715 is the 17-inch
buffer and the Viper Venom™ 2015 is the 
20-inch buffer. 

Pro Tip: This buffer is also available in a dual speed model. 
Dual speed �oor buffers are best used in facilities that still use 
spray buf�ng procedures. This buffer gives you the ability to 
operate the machine at higher speeds (330/185 rpm) to 
produce a better shine.

Deck Size
The Viper Venom™ is available in either a 17-inch 
or 20-inch deck.  The most common size is a 
20-inch deck, but depending on the size of the 
area being cleaned you may only need a 17-inch 
cleaning path.

If you are cleaning a larger facility, a wider cleaning 
path will allow you to cover more ground on
each pass.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
The Venom™ is a low-speed �oor machine.
Both the Viper Venom™ 1715 and the 2015 run at 
175 rpm.

Power Source
The Viper Venom™ is cord-electric. It has a 50-ft 
yellow power cord.

Motor
This swing-machine has a 1.5 hp motor. The higher the horsepower, the more 
power the buffer will have to rotate the �oor pad.

The Venom™ has a 66 frame motor. It is built for heavy-duty usage. The 66 frame 
motor delivers high rpm, starting torque, and brush/pad drive power for �oor 
buffers. These motors are durable and long-lasting. 

The motor is centered and directly on top of the machine. When the motor is 
centered it is evenly balanced and does not require the operator to offset 
the balance. 



Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 
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2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 

- Taski Ergodisc
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Takeaways:

If you’re looking for a cheaper, heavy duty machine the Viper will 
be the better option. 

If you’re looking for a machine that can perform a variety of 
cleaning tasks on hard and carpeted �oors, the ergodisc® is a 
good option.

Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 



The Ultimate Guide To Floor Buffers 25

7 IMPORTANT QUESTIONS
TO ASK WHEN SELECTING
A FLOOR BUFFER 

After researching floor buffers and coming up with some of the top 
rated machines you may be thinking about taking the next step. 

When buying a buffer you should always bring up: 

1. BUDGET
a. I have a budget of $$$$. What commercial �oor buffers fall in that
price range?

2. FACILITY SIZE
a. My facility is XXXX square feet. What size buffer do you recommend?

3. FLOOR FINISH 
a. I have ______ �oor �nish. Should I use a �oor buffer on this type of �oor 
surface or �oor �nish? If not, do you recommend another piece of janitorial 
cleaning equipment? 
 

Sometimes the best way to choose a �oor buffer is to consult with an expert so they can 
help you �nd the right �t for your facility. During your consultation, you should be prepared 
to ask some questions that will help your specialist guide you in the right direction.
 
The next chapter will provide some examples of questions you should have prepared to 
ask if you are interested in purchasing a �oor buffer.

Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 



Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 
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Takeaways:

Always ask questions.
 

Come prepared with your facility size, budget, and needs 
in mind.

4. WARRANTY
a. Do you or the manufacturer offer warranties? What are they, and how do 
they compare across different manufacturers?

5. COMMON PROBLEMS
a. Are you aware of any issues that are more common with XXX machine 
compared to XXX?

6. MACHINE LIFE
a. What is the life expectancy of �oor buffer X compared to �oor buffer Y?
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Pro Tip: Belt driven units can require more maintenance than gearbox operated buffers. 
Belts can become worn and slip, increasing the likelihood of machine downtime and lower 
worker productivity.

Noise Level
This is the quietest of the two machines. It has the lowest noise and vibration levels 
to help minimize interruptions during daytime cleaning procedures. It operates at 
57 dBA, which is equivalent to the sound of an electric toothbrush. 

Warranty
The ergodisc® has a 2-year warranty on parts. The warranty on this machine does 
not cover wear and tear parts such as gaskets, brushes, drive belts, accessories, 
and �lters.

Selecting the best buffer for your facility will ultimately come down to 
your facility size and budget. 

2. Taski® ergodisc® 175 & 200

This is the most expensive of the two 
machines. This is a good choice if you are 
going to be performing both hard and 
carpeted floor procedures.  

The ergodisc® is especially well suited for wet shampooing 
carpets. The machine can be paired with a solution tank and 
brush that evenly distribute chemical solution through the 
center of the machine. The solution falls on a plate in the center 
of the brush and is distributed equally around the brush bristles 
where it is agitated into a foam to wet shampoo
the carpet.

Deck Size
The ergodisc® comes in a 17-inch and 20-inch 
single-disc machine.

Rotations Per Minute (RPM)
This commercial �oor buffer 
rotates the �oor pad at 175 rpm 
(20-inch) and 200 rpm (17-inch) 
to ef�ciently maintain hard or 
carpeted �oors.

Power Source
The ergodisc® is cord-electric and
comes equipped with a yellow power cord
that is 49 feet long.

Motor
The Taski® ergodisc® is a low-speed machine that 
is belt-driven. The motor drives a belt which in turn 
spins the �oor brush.

Unlike a machine with a gearbox, the motor is 
offset to the side of the machine causing it to be 
less balanced. To operate a belt driven unit, the 
operator must make up for the imbalance of the 
motor, causing the operator to work harder. 

CONTACT US TODAY

If you’re ready to take the next step towards 
investing in a commercial �oor buffer, the 
Specialists at Imperial Dade can equip you 
with everything you need to make the right 
investment for your company's needs, wants, 
and budget. 

Our Team begins by understanding your 
needs and desired outcomes so we can 
suggest the best products and equipment 
for you. We will guide you through the 
decision-making process to ensure you 
make the right purchase.    

After the purchase, our Team provides 
delivery, set-up, and in-service training to 
ensure you are utilizing best practices and 
the most up-to-date procedures. 

We look forward to learning about 
your situation so we can help build 
an effective floor care program for 
your business.

https://imperialdade.com/

JERSEY CITY HEADQUARTERS
255 Route 1 & 9

Jersey City NJ, 07306
Phone: 201-437-7440

WHAT’S NEXT?
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