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INTRODUCTION 

Welcome! Thank you for downloading our Ultimate Guide 
to Auto Scrubbers e-book! 

Looking to learn more about auto scrubbers? You’re 
in the right place. Floors are one of the most used and 
abused areas in your building, and yet they often set the tone 
for your entire facility.  Every day, dirt and soils are tracked 
across your floors, wearing down finishes and creating a 
dull appearance.

Cleaning and maintaining your floors is essential to 
preserving your facility’s appearance and keeping it 

clean, but it can take up as much as 80% of your time. 

Integrating an auto scrubber into your floor care program will 
save you time, labor, and other cleaning costs. Auto scrubbers 
can vary so much in terms of types, sizes, features, and 
more — no two are exactly the same! So, knowing how to 
select the right type for your business is critical to maximizing 
worker productivity, achieving best results, and getting the 
best bang for your buck.
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This e-book is packed with valuable information from industry experts 
and is designed to: 

Define what an automatic floor scrubber is 

Educate you on all of the different components and aspects of 
an auto scrubber

Review the different types of auto scrubbers 

Evaluate the factors that affect the price of an auto scrubber

Inform you of what problems you might run into after buying an 
auto scrubber

Discuss the most commonly asked questions from 
prospective buyers
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1
Automatic Floor Scrubber Defined 

Auto scrubbers can also be referred to as auto floor scrubbers, automatic floor scrubbers, 
or floor scrubbers. 

Floor scrubbers are pieces of janitorial cleaning equipment that remove soil and stains 
from hard floors more effectively than the traditional mop and bucket. Auto floor 
scrubbers can have cleaning paths that range from 12 to 45 inches, and run times that 
vary from 16 minutes to over three hours.  

How Does an Automatic Floor Scrubber Work? 

Auto scrubbers have three main systems: solution dispensing system, scrubbing 
system, and a solution recovery/vacuum system.  In one pass over the floor, an auto 
scrubber will dispense cleaning solution, agitate the solution with a floor pad or scrub 
brush, then vacuum it all up with an auto scrubber squeegee attachment. 

Before making any equipment investment you will want to start by doing 
some background research to find out more about what the machine 
does, how it operates, and where it can be used. In this chapter, we’ll 
cover all of that. 

WHAT IS AN AUTO SCRUBBER? 
DEFINITION AND OVERVIEW 



5The Ultimate Guide to Auto Scrubbers  

I. Automated Dispensing System

An auto scrubber begins the cleaning procedure by dispensing a controlled amount of 
cleaning solution to the floor.

Pro-tip: Autoscrubbers can utilize environmentally safe soaps that can be used 
in conjunction with a reduced water system to save on the amount of chemicals 
used and reduce environmental hazards. 

Some auto scrubbers can be used without chemicals, relying only on water and pad 
pressure to clean your facility’s floor.     

II. Scrubbing System

On the bottom of the machine, a floor pad or brush agitates the cleaning solution, removing 
soils and scuff marks.  

Auto scrubbers have the power to remove grime, grease, and dirt that is traditionally 
difficult and time-consuming to remove with a mop and bucket.

III. Solution Recovery/Vacuum System 

As the machine moves, a squeegee and powerful vacuuming system collects and removes 
the dirty cleaning solution (slurry) from the floor.  The dirty solution is stored in a tank on 
the machine until it can be emptied. 
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Where to Use An Automatic Floor Scrubber

Auto scrubbers remove the manual labor from cleaning a floor, and are a great addition to 
any facility with hard floors.  

Floor scrubbers can be used to clean cement, vinyl composition tile, rubber, ceramic, 
stone, marble, granite, and terrazzo flooring. 

The size of the area you are trying to clean will help you decide which type of auto 
scrubber is the best option for your facility.  

Upright scrubbers are effective in cleaning areas 500-1,200 square feet. They are 
lightweight and most effective in small, congested areas such as entryways, offices, 
classrooms, and restrooms. 

Stand-on and ride-on perform best in large open areas. They are best for cleaning 
areas of 1,000-150,000 square feet. They are effective in areas such as large gyms, 
warehouses, building lobbies, or open hallways.

Auto Scrubber vs Mop and Bucket: What are The Benefits of an 
Auto Scrubber? 

A mop and bucket is the traditional cleaning equipment that is used to clean hard floors. 
Though using a mop and bucket is effective at cleaning floors, it may not be the most 
efficient way to clean your commercial hard floors in your facility.

An auto scrubber is an innovative piece of janitorial equipment that can be used in place 
of a mop and bucket to make the process of cleaning your floors quicker and easier. 

An auto scrubber is more expensive than a mop and bucket, but the return on investment 
is higher. Your cleaning team will be able to complete floor cleaning and maintenance in 
less time than if they use a mop and bucket. 

A mop and bucket may be less expensive, but using a mop and bucket to clean your 
floors will require more time from your cleaning staff. This would mean that while you 
save money on your initial equipment costs, you will likely end up spending more on labor 
costs. 

Switching from a mop and bucket to an automatic floor scrubber can lead to: 

1. Increased Janitorial Staff Productivity 

2. Enhanced Floor Cleanliness 

3. Improved Building Safety 

4. Better Ease of Use (Ergonomics)
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1. Increased Janitorial Staff Productivity 

Cleaning your floors can take up as much as 80% of your cleaning team’s time. That’s 
why it’s important to have the best equipment possible to make sure that your cleaning 
staff can make the most of their shift.  

Using a mop and bucket to clean your facility’s floors takes significantly more time than it 
takes to clean your floors using an automatic floor scrubber.  

According to the official ISSA 612 cleaning times and tasks, your cleaning staff can wet 
mop approximately 1,700 square feet per hour when using a 16-ounce mop head.  

Using an auto scrubber can make your team’s floor cleaning procedures more efficient 
and allow your team to clean your facility’s floors in less time. In fact, according to the 
same ISSA Study, with a 20-inch walk-behind scrubber, your team could clean up to 
16,000 square feet in an hour or 9x times as much when compared to a mop and bucket.  

Shorter cleaning times mean that your janitorial team will be able to move on to other 
tasks that require attention. An auto scrubber will allow your team to do more and create 
a cleaner, healthier facility for your guests. 

Not only will your staff enjoy shorter cleaning times, but they will also enjoy fewer 
reworks. Because the floor is cleaned correctly on the first pass, they will not have to 
return to clean the area a second time. 

2. Enhanced Floor Cleanliness 

Regardless of the type of facility you manage, clean floors are a priority. As you likely 
know, floors are the first thing people notice when they enter your facility. Dirty-looking 
floors can lead to a negative overall perception of your facility’s cleanliness, which can 
ultimately impact whether people return or not.  

While a mop and bucket is the traditional floor cleaning method, it will likely not allow you 
to achieve the desired level of cleanliness.  

The mop and bucket method is not precise. In order to clean, you must dip the mop in 
the cleaning solution when you move from area to area. When placing a dirty mop into the 
cleaning solution you can actually deposit dirt and bacteria from your floors back into the 
clean water and solution.  

As a result of this, you can actually be spreading dirt and bacteria across your floors.

This creates an illusion of cleanliness when in reality your floors are full of germs and 
bacteria. 

An auto scrubber, on the other hand, avoids this entirely. Auto scrubbers clean, scrub, 
and dry your floors in one pass. 

Commercial floor scrubbers have a solution tank and a recovery tank. The solution tank 
stores the diluted cleaning product and the recovery tank stores dirty water. 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber
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When you run an auto scrubber over your floor, the slurry recovery system suctions 
up water that may have dirt, bacteria, and other germs in it. This water is then held 
in a recovery tank that doesn’t flow back onto the floor. At no point are these tanks 
interchanged or exposed to one another like with a mop and bucket.   

Because of this, your floors are more sanitary when cleaned with an auto scrubber than 
with a mop and bucket. 

Additionally, your floors will be cleaner when scrubbed with an automatic floor scrubber 
because dirt isn’t being redeposited onto the floors. 

3. Improved Building Safety 

Another factor to consider when choosing how to clean your commercial hard floors is 
the safety of the method you choose. 

A mop and bucket will leave your floors wet and need additional time to fully dry. Wet 
floors pose slip and fall risks to your staff and the people in your building, especially if an 
area is opened before it’s allowed to fully dry. 

That’s why when you’re using a mop and bucket to clean your floors, you will need to set 
aside additional time for the floors in an area to become safe for your guests to walk on. 

You can avoid long drying times and the increased risk of slips and falls by using an 
automatic floor scrubber. 

The recovery system of an auto scrubber is equipped with a squeegee and a vacuum that 
suctions up any water that is present on your floors. In just one pass, your floors will be 
left clean and dry.  

After cleaning with an auto scrubber, you won’t need to worry about slips and falls for 
the people in your building. Your cleaning staff can also open areas in less time, reducing 
downtime and allowing your staff to complete thorough cleaning in other parts of the 
facility.

4. Better Ease of Use (Ergonomics) 

The equipment your cleaning staff uses and how they operate that equipment can have 
an impact on your staff’s health and productivity. 

When using a mop and bucket to clean your commercial hard floors, your cleaning staff 
has to use a lot of manual labor to clean your floors. Increased manual labor will lead to 
fatigue and reduced productivity overall.  

There’s also the risk of injuries caused by using a mop because your staff has to lift mop 
buckets when they’re emptying them. Your team may also have to reclean the floors 
because of spills from the mop bucket.  

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber
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You can avoid the strenuous labor associated with mop and bucket cleaning by using an 
automatic floor scrubber.

Using an auto scrubber is easier on your cleaning staff. An auto scrubber doesn’t require 
lifting or repetitive, stressful labor that can result in injury.  

Auto scrubbers have wheels, so most of the movement needed by your staff is just 
guiding the machine. There are also some automatic floor scrubbers that your janitorial 
staff can stand or ride on that can further reduce user fatigue.

Takeaways: 

Auto scrubbers are commonly referred to as auto scrubbers or 
floor scrubbers.

Auto scrubbers perform three cleaning procedures in one pass. 

Auto scrubbers clean floors with increased power, reduced 
amount of water and solution, provide quicker dry times, and 
create a more hygienic clean. 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/best-ride-on-stand-on-automatic-scrubbers
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2
If you’ve done your research and determined that a floor scrubber 
can improve your facility’s floor appearance, as well as cleaning and 
maintenance procedures, then you’re probably also realizing that there are 
several different types of floor scrubbers.  

They can come in different sizes and with varying features.  

In this chapter, we cover the different types of auto scrubbers as well 
as some of the advantages and disadvantages of each kind. The best 
scrubber for your facility will be based on the size of the area being 
cleaned, type of area, and facility budget.

What Are The Different Types Of Auto Floor Scrubbers? 

Scrubbers are available in three types: upright, walk-behind automatic, 
and ride automatic. 

 

Upright Scrubber 

Upright and micro scrubbers are great for smaller facilities, or for facilities looking for an 
auto scrubber that will fit in tight or difficult to clean spaces. 

DIFFERENT TYPES OF 
AUTO SCRUBBERS 
EXPLAINED  
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An upright scrubber is the smallest available scrubber. Your typical upright scrubbers 
will have cleaning paths ranging from 12 to 14 inches wide. Upright scrubbers are 
operated similarly to upright vacuum cleaners. 

They are typically cord-electric, but some can be battery-operated.  

Advantages of upright scrubbers:

They have a low profile base and the ability to lay flat, allowing them to be 
easily maneuvered under chairs, tables, desks, partition walls (restrooms), and 
other hard to reach areas.

Upright scrubbers are a great replacement for walk-behind and ride-automatic 
scrubbers in smaller areas.

Disadvantages of upright scrubbers: 

They will not be efficient in large open areas because of their narrow cleaning 
paths and low water capacity. 
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Walk-Behind Automatic Scrubber

Walk-behind floor scrubbers are larger than upright 
scrubbers, but smaller than ride-on scrubbers. 
Walk-behind automatic scrubbers come in a variety of sizes, 
with cleaning paths from 13 inches to 38 inches.  

Advantages of walk-behind scrubbers: 

Walk-behind models can be pad-assisted or 
wheel-driven systems to make moving the 
machine easier. The easy-to-move machine 
reduces operator fatigue, allowing you to be 
more productive.   

Disadvantages of walk-behind scrubbers:

Walk-behind scrubbers are more efficient but may not be able to reach under 
tight or hard to reach areas as with an upright.

Ride Automatic Scrubber

Ride automatic scrubbers are the largest available floor 
scrubbers. They allow the user to sit or stand on the 
machine, reducing user fatigue and increasing worker 
productivity in large scale floor cleaning operations. 
They are available in sizes small to large with respective 
cleaning paths ranging from 20 inches to 45 inches. 

Advantages of ride automatic scrubbers: 

Ride automatic scrubbers allow the user to sit or 
stand on the machine. They cause the least user fatigue and provide the most 
productivity and efficiency in large scale floor cleaning operations.

Larger autoscrubbers are equipped with larger recovery tanks. The larger the 
tank the more slurry the machine can pick up.  When you don’t have to stop and 
empty the tank, you will be more efficient and able to clean more in less time.

Disadvantages of ride automatic scrubbers:

Ride automatic scrubbers will not be as efficient in tight areas where they have 
to navigate obstacles such as desks, furniture, equipment, etc.

Each of these types of auto scrubbers can also be offered in disc or 
orbital versions.  
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Orbital scrubbers use advanced technology to make the process of cleaning 
your facility’s floors easier than with a mop and bucket or a traditional disc 
automatic floor scrubber.  

What’s The Difference Between A Disc And An Orbital 
Auto Scrubber? 

A disc auto scrubber is the most traditional floor scrubber. 

These machines have either a single or a double pad that rotates at speeds of 175-300 
RPMs. The rotational motion scrubs the floors to remove soils and dirts from the floors. 

Traditional disc floor scrubber machines are effective at cleaning floors, but an orbital 
scrubber can make cleaning faster and easier. 

What is an Orbital Scrubber? 

An orbital scrubber is an auto scrubber that oscillates in tight, fast vibrations instead of 
rotations.  

Instead of rotating, an orbital scrubber can achieve speeds of 2,250 RPMs, which is 
about 10-20 times the speed of traditional disc auto scrubbers that rotate at between 
175-300 RPMs. 

Orbital floor scrubbers can be used with different floor pads to complete different floor 
maintenance jobs, like daily scrubbing, deep cleaning, and the removal of floor finish. 

The vibrational motions of the pad make it easier for the machine to loosen soils from 
the floors. 

For more info on orbital scrubbers, check out: What is an Orbital Scrubber?: 
3 Key Benefits

4 Factors To Consider When Choosing Between A Disc And An 
Orbital Scrubber 

There are 4 factors you should consider when choosing between a disc or an orbital 
scrubber. These factors include:

1. Floor Maintenance Procedure 

2. Cleaning Efficiency 

3. Floor Area Size 

4. Sustainability Goals

1. Floor Maintenance Procedure 
Auto scrubbers are able to perform a variety of cleaning tasks depending on the type of 
floor pad that’s attached to the machine.  

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/benefits-of-orbital-floor-scrubbers
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/benefits-of-orbital-floor-scrubbers
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Based on which maintenance procedures your facility’s floors require, you can decide 
between a disc scrubber and an orbital floor scrubber. 

Disc Scrubber Cleaning Procedure Compatibility 

Disc scrubbers are used to perform daily cleaning and scrubbing procedures. 

Instead of using a mop and bucket, your cleaning staff can use a disc scrubber, 
which will apply solution and scrub using rotational pad movements. 

A disc scrubber can be used with either a floor pad or a floor cleaning brush. 
Cleaning brushes make it possible for your disc scrubber to clean uneven 
surfaces. 

Orbital Scrubber Cleaning Procedure Compatibility 

Orbital floor scrubbers are more versatile than disc scrubbers because they can 
perform the same floor cleaning procedures along with being able to perform 
chemical-free finish removal.

Pro-tip: Chemical-free finish removal is able to remove 2-3 coats of floor 
finish from your floors just using an orbital scrubber, a Surface Preparation Pad 
(SPP)™ , and water.  

An orbital floor scrubber can even be used to clean grouted tile floors, making it 
easier to perform maintenance procedures in various areas of your facility without 
switching tools and equipment. 

Unlike disc scrubbers, an orbital floor scrubber can only be used with floor pads. 
They are not compatible with floor brushes.  

2. Cleaning Efficiency 
An auto scrubber is helpful at reducing the amount of time and money that your 
cleaning staff spends on floor cleaning.  

Auto scrubbers remove the need for manual floor cleaning by scrubbing the floors using 
automated floor cleaning systems.  

Upgrading from a mop and bucket or choosing a more advanced auto scrubber will 
help you lower labor costs. The best choice for your facility will depend on the area 
being cleaned.  

Disc Scrubber Cleaning Efficiency 

A disc scrubber provides faster cleaning times when compared to cleaning with a 
mop and bucket. Generally, a 24-inch floor scrubber can clean your facility’s floors 
about 1400% faster than with a mop and bucket. 

However, since disc scrubbers tend to have circular pad drivers, your cleaning staff 
may have to manually clean the corners and edges of your space. 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/how-to-strip-a-floor-without-chemicals
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/how-to-strip-a-floor-without-chemicals
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber


15The Ultimate Guide to Auto Scrubbers  

This may increase cleaning times for your janitorial team.  

A disc scrubber may be most efficient in facilities that don’t receive a lot of foot traffic 
or aren’t commonly very dirty.  

Floors that get extremely soiled throughout the day may benefit from the advanced 
cleaning provided by an orbital scrubber. 

Orbital Scrubber Cleaning Efficiency 

Orbital scrubbers are usually rectangular pads that vibrate. Due to this, they can be 
used to clean closer to the corners and edges of walls in your facility.  

An orbital scrubber may also be more efficient in facilities that commonly get high 
amounts of foot traffic throughout the day. 

The vibrational motions of the auto scrubber pad make an orbital scrubber more 
efficient at removing dirt and other soils from your floors.

3. Floor Area Size 
Auto scrubbers come in various sizes and types to achieve the most efficient clean in 
your facility. Depending on the size and shape of your floor area, you may benefit more 
from using either an orbital scrubber or a disc scrubber. 

Some facilities will benefit from using either type of floor scrubber. 

Disc Scrubber Pad Size 

Disc scrubbers are available in micro, walk-behind, and stand-on or ride-on auto 
scrubbers.  

Walk-behind and stand-on or ride-on scrubbers are available with cleaning paths 
between 13 and 45 inches. These types of auto scrubbers can clean areas of up to 
150,000 square feet, depending on the size of the machine you purchase. 

Micro scrubbers are smaller auto scrubbers that are able to get into small spaces and 
clean areas that are between 1,000 and 3,000 square feet. 

In facilities that don’t need a large floor scrubber, a micro disc scrubber can be used 
to clean the floors. 

Orbital Scrubber Pad Size 

Orbital floor scrubbers are also available in micro, walk-behind, and stand-on or ride-
on scrubbers. 

Like with disc scrubbers, these machines can be used to clean the floors in larger and 
smaller areas. Some of the micro-orbital scrubbers are able to clean behind toilets 
and on stairs. 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/benefits-of-orbital-floor-scrubbers
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/benefits-of-orbital-floor-scrubbers
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/what-is-an-automatic-floor-scrubber
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Many orbital scrubbers have a square scrub head that is able to get into corners and 
against walls. This will make cleaning your floors easier than if done with a circular 
scrub head. 

The decision between the size of a disc and orbital scrubber will depend on the 
specific type of machine you’re looking at and the way it can be operated around 
your facility.

4. Sustainability Goals 
While disc scrubbers will generally reduce the amount of water and chemicals your facility 
uses to clean your floors, an orbital scrubber can complete cleaning and maintenance 
procedures with little to no chemicals. 

Depending on the sustainability goals of your facility, you may benefit more from an 
orbital scrubber than a disc auto scrubber. 

Disc Scrubber Chemical and Water Use 

A disc floor machine can be used to scrub and clean your commercial hard floors.

During daily floor cleaning, a disc scrubber uses less water and chemicals than cleaning 
with a mop and bucket.  

When performing a strip and wax with a disc scrubber, you will still need to use a floor 
stripper to remove layers of floor finish. 

If you don’t strip your floors often, a disc scrubber may be sufficient for 
your facility. 

Orbital Scrubber Chemical and Water Use 

Facilities that want to further reduce the amount of water and chemicals being used 
during floor maintenance procedures may benefit from using an orbital scrubber. 

Orbital scrubbers can reduce the amount of water and janitorial floor cleaning products 
your cleaning team uses during regular floor maintenance procedures by up to 70%.  

Due to the movement of the scrubbing pad, the orbital scrubber is able to loosen and 
remove soils quicker and use less cleaning chemicals than with a disc scrubber. 

An orbital scrubber can perform chemical-free floor finish removal. By using a Surface 
Preparation Pad with your orbital floor scrubber, your cleaning team will be able to 
remove 2-3 layers of floor finish with just water. 

Chemical-free floor finish removal eliminates the need for harsh floor stripping 
chemicals and allows your staff to restore your floors using less time and labor.  

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/benefits-of-orbital-floor-scrubbers
https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/how-to-strip-a-floor-without-chemicals
https://shop.ebpsupply.com/mStorefront/search.do;jsessionid=1E0FB80387E08FB71D9707CEA6E227F9?keyword=surface+preparation+pad&emailAddress=&searchType=keyword
https://shop.ebpsupply.com/mStorefront/search.do;jsessionid=1E0FB80387E08FB71D9707CEA6E227F9?keyword=surface+preparation+pad&emailAddress=&searchType=keyword
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Floor stripping chemicals can produce volatile organic compounds, or VOCs, that 
can have negative health effects on your staff and building occupants. By performing 
chemical-free finish removal, your cleaning team can eliminate VOCs and avoid irritation 
or other injuries. 

Eliminating chemical use in your facility will also effectively reduce the amount of 
chemicals being put into the environment.

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/benefits-of-orbital-floor-scrubbers
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Features To Look For

When selecting an automatic floor scrubber, you should be aware that 
there are different types, each equipped with their own unqiue features 
that improve worker productivity and cleaning results. 

Power Source

Auto scrubbers can be battery operated or cord-electric.

Battery Powered

Battery powered automatic scrubbers are extremely mobile and do not need 
to be in reach of a power source. When battery operated machines run low on 
power, they need to be recharged.

Battery operated autoscrubbers can operate anywhere from 1 hour to 7 hours 
before having to be recharged. The battery life of your machine will depend on 
the size of the battery and amount of batteries installed. The more batteries 
installed on a machine, the more expensive it will be.

Some machines offer on-board 
chargers so that the machine can 
be charged anywhere. Machines 
with on-board chargers cannot 
be operated when the on-board 
charger is plugged in.   

Cord-Electric

Cord-electric auto scrubbers need 
to be plugged into a power source, 
requiring them to be within reach 
of an electrical outlet at all times. 
Having to plug and replug the machine can lead to decreased productivity and 
longer cleaning times. 
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Squeegee Type

Different manufacturers and floor scrubber models offer different squeegee types to aid in 
the removal of water pickup.  

Wrap Around Squeegee

A curved squeegee follows the floor pad 
and ensures 100% of water removal.

W-Shaped or V-Shaped Squeegee

The W-Shaped, V-Shaped, and curved 
squeegees have blades that direct the 
water into the vacuum line, helping to remove a consistent amount of water on 
each sweep.  

Squeegee blades can be made from Gum, Urethane, or Linatex. Gum 
squeegees are ideal for smooth surfaces with no oily or chemical soils. Linatex 
is a good choice when dealing with uneven floors (like grout). It provides good 
long-term durability and resistance to tears. Urethane blades provide increased 
moisture removal from uneven surfaces. They are also the most durable to 
chemicals and oils.  

Water Lift

Water lift is the strength that the machine can lift water from the surface of the floor. The 
stronger the water lift, the drier the floor will be at the end of your cleaning procedure. 
Machines with stronger water pull will also leave less slurry or dirty solution behind, 
reducing the necessary dry time. Quicker dry times means your floor can be reopened to 
guests sooner.

Floor Pad or Brush Type

Floor Pads

Floor pads can be disc or square.  The shape of the floor pad will depend on the 
manufacturer and model of autoscrubber being used.

Floor pads come in different colors.  Each color floor pad is designed to perform 
a specific floor maintenance procedure.
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Cylindrical Brush

Cylindrical brushes are for facilities that need to sweep and scrub the floor at 
the same time (usually in industrial facilities).

Noise Control

If your facility operates around the clock or you need to complete maintenance 
procedures during regular business hours, look for machines with noise control.  

Noise levels 70 dB(A) or below give you the ability to perform cleaning procedures without 
disturbing guests or employees.

Adjustable Speed

Machines that are going to be used in different areas of your facility should be equipped 
with adjustable speed control.  You will be able to easily control whether you need to travel 
slower in a small, tight area or faster in a large, open area.   

Chemical Usage

If you are looking to reduce your environmental footprint, some autoscrubbers can be 
paired with certain floor pads that do not require chemicals to be used during certain 
cleaning procedures.

Takeaways: 

There are three main types of floor scrubbers: upright, walk-
behind automatic, and ride automatic.

Ride automatic scrubbers are the largest available floor 
scrubbers and upright are the smallest floor scrubbers. 

Additional features like enhanced noise control, adjustable 
speed, and reduced chemical usage can enhance worker 
productivity and provide you a better return on your investment. 
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3
The cost of an automatic floor scrubber is a large factor you have to 
consider when choosing a scrubber for your facility. The best automatic 
scrubber for your business will be based on the return on investment 
(ROI) or payback of the scrubber, size of your facility, and desired 
cleaning results.   

This chapter will provide an in-depth look at what a floor scrubber 
might cost you.   

How Much Does an Automatic Scrubber Cost?

Upright Scrubbers 

An upright scrubber is the smallest available scrubber. They will typically cost somewhere 
between $1,150 and $4,500. 

Walk-behind Scrubbers

Walk-behind scrubbers are more expensive than upright scrubbers, but they have 
advanced features that enable the operator to be more productive and get more done in 
the same amount of time. Increased productivity translates into savings. 

A walk-behind scrubber will typically cost somewhere between $1,150 and $18,000.  

Ride Automatic Scrubber

Ride automatic scrubbers are the largest machines and are most effective in large-scale 
floor cleaning operations such as warehouses.

A ride automatic scrubber will typically cost somewhere between $7,000 and $30,000.  

WHAT IS THE COST OF AN 
AUTOSCRUBBER: FACTORS 
AND CONSIDERATIONS 
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What Affects The Price Of A Floor Scrubber? 

The cost of any type of auto scrubber will vary based on size, manufacturer, material type, 
and features installed. Additionally, floor scrubbers can be equipped with various features 
such as different power sources, accessories, and warranty packages that will affect the 
price of the janitorial cleaning equipment.   

Here, we breakdown some of those factors. 

1. Power Source

Cord-Electric

Cord-electric floor scrubbers are cheaper than battery operated floor scrubbers, but they 
generally have smaller cleaning paths, which will lead to decreased worker productivity 
and higher labor costs. 

Cord-electric machines need to be in reach of an outlet at all times. Having to plug and 
replug the machine will lead to decreased productivity and longer cleaning times.

Battery Operated

Battery operated machines are more expensive than 
cord-electric machines, but provide more mobility 
and increased worker productivity, leading to shorter 
cleaning times and lower labor costs. 

Depending on the size of the battery operated floor 
scrubber, it may require several batteries. The more 
batteries the machine requires to operate, the more 
expensive the machine will be.

There are different types of batteries for janitorial 
cleaning equipment: gel, absorbed glass mat (AGM), 
deep-cycle wet flooded, or lithium ion. 

Deep-Cycle Wet Flooded

Deep-cycle wet flooded batteries have a 
lower initial cost, but do not last as long as 
gel or AGM batteries. They require weekly 
“watering” to ensure the electrolytes remain 
at a proper level for optimal performance 
and extended life.
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It is critical to the life of a deep-cycle wet flooded auto scrubber battery that 
they are periodically maintained. If they are not properly maintained throughout 
their life, they will have to be replaced sooner than expected, ultimately costing 
you more in the long run.

Gel or AGM

Gel or AGM batteries are 
maintenance-free battery solutions 
when compared to deep-cycle 
flooded batteries. They are both 
more expensive than deep-cycle 
flooded batteries, but require 
less maintenance.

Lithium Ion 

Lithium batteries are the most expensive, but offer the operator the increased 
convenience of no maintenance and a long battery life. 

The increased cost of a lithium battery can be offset by the number of times it 
can be recharged. Lithium ion batteries will also reach a full charge more quickly 
when compared to gel, AGM or deep-cycle wet flooded batteries. 

 2. Scrub Deck
Auto scrubbers can be purchased with one of 
three types of scrub decks: disc, square, 
or cylindrical.

Disc 

The most common and most cost effective 
autoscrubber models typically have a disc scrub 
deck and require disc floor pads or brushes. Disc 
floor pads and brushes are round. 

They are available in different colors and materials 
to perform certain cleaning procedures. 

Square

Auto scrubbers with a square scrub deck require 
square floor pads to clean the floor. Square scrub 
decks orbit to clean the floor. Square decks are 
similar in price to disc scrub decks.
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Pro Tip: Some models with a 
square deck can be combined 
with square floor pads that 
already have the chemical 
solution within the pad, and use 
about 70% less water than a 
conventional floor scrubber with 
a disc pad.

Cylindrical

Cylindrical brushes are for 
facilities that need to sweep and scrub the floor at the same time, usually in industrial 
facilities. They are also great for facilities with uneven floors, like tile and grout. They are 
more expensive than disc or square decks.

3. Squeegee Blade Type

Gum

Gum squeegees are the cheapest option. They are 
ideal for smooth floors. They should not be used in 
areas with oily or chemical soils because this will cause 
them to lose their texture and reduce their cleaning 
efficacy. 

Linatex

Linatex provides good long-term durability and 
resistance to tears, and are a good option for uneven flooring, like grout. They are more 
expensive than gum blades, but cheaper than urethane blades. 

Urethane

Urethane blades are the best option for 
all types of floors. They provide increased 
moisture removal from uneven surfaces. They 
are resistant to oils and chemicals, and are 
the longest lasting, but most expensive. 

4. Preventative Maintenance

On-going service and support can help extend the life of your automatic floor scrubber 
and reduce the need for more costly repairs. 

Auto scrubbers should be serviced at least four times a year or quarterly, but will 
ultimately depend on how often you are using the floor scrubber. 
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Although it may cost you more initially, services like preventative maintenance will help 
safeguard your investment. It will also prevent unscheduled equipment downtime and lost 
worker productivity that downtime causes. 

5. Delivery Set-up, & Training

To get the most out of your equipment investment, take into consideration the cost of 
machine delivery, set-up, and training.

Training is important for ensuring employees understand the safest and best way to 
operate and maintain the equipment. Proper usage and training will reduce equipment 
damage, extend the life of your automatic scrubber, reduce the risk of employee injury, 
and maximize employee productivity. 

6. Warranty

Auto scrubbers typically come with a warranty on parts, which can help keep your repair 
costs down. Warranties on auto floor scrubbers will vary by manufacturer. In general, the 
longer the warranty, the more expensive the machine.

Warranties usually do not cover the replacement of expendable wear items such as scrub 
brushes, pad holders, carbon motor brushes, bulbs, filters, and squeegees. Warranties 
will be void if the machine is used improperly.
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Takeaways: 

A cheaper machine may not have the same useful life or 
provide a warranty on parts which will otherwise cost you more 
in repairs, unplanned equipment downtime, and lost worker 
productivity in the long run.

Ask your equipment dealer about scheduled service and 
maintenance appointments as well as machine warranty to see 
how it will affect the machine price. 
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4
Knowing the best way to use your janitorial equipment is key to 
achieving the best cleaning outcomes.  

If your cleaning team uses the floor cleaning equipment incorrectly, you 
may notice that the floors are still dirty after cleaning. 

To help, we will walk through the necessary steps to take each time you 
use an auto scrubber.   

Though there are many different types of auto scrubbers, the steps for 
using this piece of equipment will be the same.  

Before we begin, it’s important that you have everything you need to 
complete your cleaning task.

To thoroughly clean your facility’s hard floors, you will need: 

PPE: 
• Eye Protection 
• Face Masks 
• Gloves 

Materials: 
• Wet Floor/Caution Signs 

Cleaning Supplies:  
• Neutral Floor Cleaner 

Equipment:   
• Dust Mop/Vacuum 
• Automatic Floor Scrubber 

COMMON PROBLEMS 
THAT COULD AFFECT 
YOUR AUTOMATIC FLOOR 
SCRUBBER
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To clean your facility’s hard floors with an auto scrubber, follow the 
following steps: 

1. Prep the Area 

2. Dust Mop or Vacuum Floors 

3. Prep the Machine 

4. Scrub the Floors 

5. Drain the Auto Scrubber Tanks 

6. Rinse the Auto Scrubber Tanks 

7. Leave the Tanks Open to Dry

8. Clean the Squeegee 

9. Rinse the Pad/Brush 

10. Charge the Battery 

1. Prep the Area 

Before you use an automatic floor scrubber to clean your hard floors, prepare the area 
being cleaned. 

First, you should move any objects that may obstruct the path of the auto scrubber.

Next, place wet floor signs so that your building occupants know that the floors are going 
to be wet and they should avoid the area. 

2. Dust Mop or Vacuum Floors 

You will need to dust mop or vacuum the floor in order to remove any dirt, debris, and 
soil.  

Run the dust mop over the entire surface of the floor. Be sure not to lift or shake the dust 
mop to avoid releasing dust and debris into the air. 

In facilities that have guests that are sensitive to the presence of dust, using a vacuum 
that’s equipped with a HEPA filter will be a better option. 

Dust mopping or vacuuming before cleaning your floor with an auto scrubber will also 
reduce the wear and tear on your auto scrubber.

3. Prep the Auto Scrubber  

After your floors have been thoroughly prepped for cleaning, you should prepare your 
commercial floor scrubber. 

Fill the Solution Tank 

First, you should fill the solution tank with water and the appropriate cleaning solution. 
Be sure to follow the manufacturer’s directions for proper dilution. 
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Attach the Correct Floor Pad 

Once your cleaning solution is loaded into your floor 
scrubber, attach the correct floor pad to complete 
cleaning on your facility’s hard floor.  

Auto scrubbers can perform several different cleaning 
and maintenance procedures, like daily cleaning, 
scrubbing, and finish removal. 

Each different procedure will require a unique floor pad. 

There are a variety of floor pads that you can use to clean your facility’s 
hard floors.  

If you’re preparing for daily cleaning, you need to make sure that you choose 
the best floor pad to clean your floors without removing layers of floor finish. We 
recommend using a red floor pad for everyday cleaning. 

Attach the Squeegee Blade  

Next, you should also attach the squeegee blade to the auto scrubber. First, attach 
the squeegee blade to the suction tube. Then, screw the blade attachment onto  
the yoke.  

Before you begin to scrub your floors, you want to make sure that your squeegee 
blade is properly aligned to your floors. Your squeegee blade should have    
some deflection.  

This can be checked by turning on your machine and moving it across the floor with 
the squeegee down.  

Adjust Auto Scrubber Controls 

Finally, you should adjust the controls on your auto scrubber. Check that the speed, 
water, and vacuum controls are all set to the appropriate setting for the cleaning job 
you’re preparing to complete.

4. Scrub the Floors  

When you’ve made sure that your auto scrubber is ready to go, you can start to clean 
your floors. 

With the squeegee blade lowered to the ground, power on your auto floor     
scrubber machine. 

Starting from the innermost side of the floor, move across the area being cleaned in 
single passes. 

As you make passes across the surface of your floors, you should make slow, wide 
sweeping turns with the machine so that the squeegee is able to recover all of the 
cleaning solution from the floor. 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/best-floor-pad-for-buffer-or-burnisher
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If your floors are dirtier than normal, or you want to achieve a thorough clean, you can 
perform a double scrub. This is done by cleaning your floors once without having the 
squeegee down, and then doing another pass with the squeegee and vacuum engaged. 

5. Drain the Auto Scrubber Tanks 

After cleaning your facility’s hard floors, your auto scrubber tanks will need to  
be emptied. 

If your automatic floor scrubber has a drain hose, use the hose to empty the recovery 
tank into a sink, floor drain, or mop bucket. You may be able to manually dump your 
recovery tank if there’s no drain hose. 

You should make sure that both your recovery tank and your clean solution tank have 
been fully emptied. 

Your recovery tank should be emptied to reduce the chance of a sludge-like mixture 
forming on the bottom of the tank. Dirt and debris left in the auto scrubber recovery tank 
can lead to a mixture that can harden and make cleaning your auto scrubber tank  
more difficult. 

Emptying the solution tank will help avoid any soap or solution from gelling up and 
blocking the solution/water flow. 

Leftover moisture in your auto scrubber tanks can also lead to bacteria that can cause 
odors to form in your machine. 

6. Rinse the Auto Scrubber Tanks 

Once you have fully emptied the solution and recovery tank, rinse the tanks of your auto 
scrubber using a hose. 

Rinsing your recovery tank will help to remove odor-causing bacteria and    
additional debris. 

7. Leave the Tanks Open to Dry 

After you’ve rinsed the auto scrubber tanks, you should make sure you leave the lid of 
your recovery tank open to avoid any foul odors, mold, or mildew from forming. 

8. Clean the Squeegee Blade 

Next, you should remove the squeegee from the auto scrubber and rinse the blade to 
remove any dirt or debris. You can also wipe the side of the squeegee blade dry with a 
cloth or wiper. 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/floor-scrubber-maintenance-guide
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9. Rinse the Pad/Brush 

Remove the auto scrubber floor pad or brush from the machine. 

You should never store the auto scrubber with the pad or brush still attached to    
the machine. 

Once you’ve removed the floor pad, rinse the pad with water to remove any soil. Then, 
set the pad aside to dry until you’re ready to use it again. 

If you cleaned your floors using a floor brush, you should make sure to rinse the brush 
and set it aside to dry for the next use. 

10. Charge the Machine 

Finally, you should charge the batteries in your auto scrubber once you are finished 
cleaning your floors. 

Allow the auto scrubber to remain plugged in until the next day so the batteries have 
adequate time to charge and cool down. 

It is important that you do not opportunity charge your machine. Opportunity charging will 
shorten the life of your batteries due to overheating.

Takeaways: 

Proper use is key to an effective clean with limited 
or no reworks  

You must maintain your auto scrubber after every use to ensure 
your equipment is in peak condition and help extend the life of 
your investment  

Always clean and dry the recovery tanks  

Do not opportunity charge 

https://www.ebpsupply.com/blog/floor-machine-batteries-101
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WHAT’S NEXT?

Imperial Dade is the leading independently 
owned and operated distributor of foodservice 
packaging, facilities maintenance supplies, 
floor equipment, and industrial packaging 
in North America. A provider of customized 
supply chain solutions, Imperial Dade serves 
customers in many business-to-business 
market segments. Our growing network of 
strategically located distribution centers 
serves over 90,000 customers nationwide. We 
have 6,500 employees on our team that are 
dedicated to exceeding customer expectations.

If you’re ready to take the next step towards investing in an 
auto scrubber, the Specialists at Imperial Dade can equip 
you with everything you need to make the right investment 
for your company’s needs, wants, and budget.  

Our Team begins by understanding your needs and desired 
outcomes so we can suggest the best products and 
equipment for you. We will guide you through the decision-
making process to ensure you make the right purchase.    

After the purchase, our Team provides delivery, set-up, 
and in-service training to ensure you are utilizing best 
practices and the most up-to-date procedures.

We look forward to learning about your situation so we 
can help build an effective carpeted floor care program 
for your business.

CORPORATE HEADQUARTERS

Jersey City Headquarters 
255 Route 1 & 9 

Jersey City, NJ 07306

201-437-7440   |   Imperialdade.com

CONTACT US TODAY


